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Recently there was a discussion about “race” on PBS.  The President and several notables from various cultures sat around a table and discussed the, I’ll call it, “race problem” in America.  The various perspectives were interesting to hear.  





The Whites referred to historic ethnic and religious prejudice from the immigrant days.  The Blacks were concerned with the lack of educational opportunities resulting from poor secondary educations.  The Asian representative had the opposite complaint.  Highly qualified Asian students were being kept out of universities because of “racial” quotas favoring lesser qualified applicants, (no names mentioned).  The Hispanic speaker spoke about cultural differences.  And the American Indian present was delighted to even be invited to such a conversation. He thought his participation was acknowledgment finally that there was a Native American problem. 





The history of oppression or discrimination vocalized by this group ran the gamut from ethnic, religious, racial, poor education, excellent education, misunderstood cultures to the just plain bureaucratic and political mistreatment of the Native Americans.  It appeared to me the discussion was more about unfair treatment of minorities than raw racial discrimination.





  Each of the participants was well paid, well fed, well educated and articulate.  I believe the “race problem” is only a “problem” for those such as the above who are immune from any day to day impact.    





For the rest of the population it isn’t a race problem so much as it’s a fear problem, an anger problem or just plain prejudice.





Those who are economically secure fear those who are not.





Those who are poor and have little security can be angry at those who seem  to float through life without a care.  Envy can also turn to anger.





And those who need someone to blame their deficiencies on, will arbitrarily decide to not like certain groups.  This posture can also be caused by fear.  Fear that those slightly below them on the pay scale might take their jobs, the only security they have.





Let’s take the fear issue a step further.  I think the fear is focused and mostly limited to fear of the young males of another culture (note, culture not race).  Perhaps young females would also fear their counterparts from another culture.  I don’t know.





 Closer to home, isn’t the so called problem in Putnam Plaza the manner in which just the presence and posture of
